Essay for Part II:

Philip Matuskiewicz


There are many activities that I do outside of class besides studying that defines who I am in a more sophisticated manner.  From biking, swimming to relaxing in my own home, to working on computers there are a broad range of activities that I enjoy, but computer sciences interest me the most, and define who I am in the best way.

It all started in 1999 when my grandparents bought me an old 386 computer with windows 3.1 installed from St. Bonaventure University in Alleghany, NY.  That same day, I had no idea what was installed, or how to access it.  After weeks of playing with it, I figured out how to enter Windows 3.1 from MSDOS which was installed on the computer.  I then erased everything, and we had to bring in a professional to fix it.  This was the first point when I told myself, “This is what I want to do!”  I then started working on learning everything about the hardware and software that was on that computer.


Later that year, I received a Windows Me computer as a Christmas present. That allowed me to learn how to use more current versions of Microsoft Windows, and programming languages.  I also learned various applications from helpful teachers such as Mrs. Kaminski, and others.


Late in my 8th grade year, I first met our technology facilitator, Mrs. Hunt.  She knew as soon as she saw my work that I would be a perfect addition to Ellicottville Central’s technology department.  This is when I joined the technology department, and started to fix school computers.

Starting in my 10th grade year, I became involved with my computer repair business for cheap prices to locals (www.matthouse.us/work.htm). I also took website design, and started a primitive free website at www.angelfire.com/un/morefood2001.


In my 11th grade year, I introduced a wireless network to my house, and 2 servers, a domain controller, and an internet connection sharing server that can host a website and stream media.  I also learned how to program in mainly JavaScript, and Visual Basic.  Later, I acquired knowledge in PHP, and C++.  

About a month ago, I bought my own website and hosting (www.matthouse.us) and I keep it up to date as much as possible when I have time.  I also have a good page for anyone who wants a fast-loading home page.  Also, around the same time, I acquired a DVD of the Mandriva Linux 2005 limited edition.  I have learned a great deal about Linux, and I could use it efficiently, and program a little with it.

Through my involvement of becoming a technology assistant, a webmaster, a computer technician, and in a few cases, a teacher of computer applications, I have learned many details on how to program a computer, and how to use a computer to its fullest extent.  I have made many errors in deleting stuff that I need, but I have learned from my mistakes, and that is a good thing.

